
 

 

  

Enabling families to 
access early years 
education and childcare 
services 

Following Government 
guidance, Hampshire early 
years and childcare providers 
have been working hard to 
maintain COVID secure 
environments; carrying out risk 
assessments and putting into 
place procedures to safeguard 
both children and the staff who 
care for them. 

Good news - Most Hampshire 
providers are ‘open for business’ 
and providing funded early years 
education places and the ‘wrap-
around’ childcare that parents 
need to be able to study, work or 
undertake other caring duties.  

To support parents the 
Government has published 
guidance for parents and carers 
to explain what is expected 
when using early years or 
childcare services. This 
guidance is also available in 
other languages. 

Where site visits are limited, 
providers are also using different 
approaches to show parents 
what services are available: 
such as virtual tours and the use 
of social media to give parents 
an idea of what experiences 
their child could benefit from.  

If parents (or family support 
practitioners) have any 
questions or concerns they 
can speak to the childcare 
provider direct, or email 
childcare@hants.gov.uk.  

Check out how one provider 
in Hampshire has been 
operating: 
https://youtu.be/Afx4V96MEJU 

 

Early years education 
places continue to be 
funded 

Unfortunately, many parents 
have lost income or their jobs 
during the pandemic; but 
Government funded early 
years education places for 
eligible 2-year-olds and all 3- 
and 4-year-olds has 
continued to be available.  

Early years education 
provides socialisation and 
support with learning and 
development for these 
children; as well as enabling 
their parents to; care for 
others, study or train, job 
hunting, etc. 

Parents of two year olds 
wanting to use childcare 
services in Hampshire can 
apply for the 2-Year-Old early 
years funding offer here.  

For 3- and 4-year-olds, 
parents can apply for the 
universal funding directly 
through a childcare provider.  

Other funding such as the 
Early Years Pupil Premium 
and Disability Access Fund 
may be available to support 
the provider with the child’s 
placement if appropriate. 

If parents need help in 
applying or have other 
queries, they can email 
Services for Young Children. 

For parents who are working 
or are on low incomes, they 
may be able to receive help 
with childcare costs through 
Universal Credit (or Tax 
Credits), 30 Hours childcare 
or Tax-Free Childcare. 

Further details are available 
from Childcare Choices. 
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https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-in-the-autumn-term-translations-for-parents-and-carers?utm_source=98153d56-acec-49ca-b662-f24cc64f6056&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=govuk-notifications&utm_content=immediate
mailto:childcare@hants.gov.uk
https://youtu.be/Afx4V96MEJU
https://www.hants.gov.uk/socialcareandhealth/childrenandfamilies/childcare/payingforchildcare/freechildcare/2yearoldoffer
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https://www.childcarechoices.gov.uk/
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Help with finding 
childcare 

Parents can find childcare 
services using the Hampshire 
Family Information and 
Services Hub directory. 
https://fish.hants.gov.uk 

 
As well as having different 
options for searching, parents 
can create ‘shortlists’ of 
services and there is also the 
useful map function to see 
where childcare provision is 
situated. 
If a service is required for a 
child with a special 
educational need or a 
disability, parents may find the 
SEND Local Offer section 
helpful with their search.  

Several childcare providers 
have provided further details 
of how they will support a child 
that has additional 
requirements to access a 
childcare place.  

 

If further help is needed in 
finding childcare then parents 
or practitioners supporting 
families can complete the 
online Childcare Request 
Form or email 
childcare@hants.gov.uk.  

Know someone 
looking for a 
fulfilling career? 

 

Do you know someone who 
can engage with children 
and are keen to make a 
difference for them? Do 
they enjoy a challenge, 
want to learn new things? 
Would they like to be their 
own boss and have 
flexibility with working 
hours? 

If the answer is ‘yes’ to all 
these questions… are they 
considering a career in 
childminding?                                                                                                                                                         

In Hampshire more 
childminders are required to 
provide services to meet the 
needs of local working 
families that could include 
providing early years 
education, SEND and 
school wraparound, holiday, 
overnight or weekend care.  

For more information visit: 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/re
gisteredchildminder or email 
childcare@hants.gov.uk.  

 

Do you know a young person 
who would like an early years 
and childcare work 
placement? 

Check out the Kickstart 
Scheme: 
https://www.hants.gov.uk/em
ploymenthub/kickstart 

Parents - Test and 
Trace Support 
Payment extension 

Parents and carers of 
children who have been 
advised to self-isolate by their 
education setting or by NHS 
Test and Trace are now able 
to apply for a Test and Trace 
Support Payment or 
discretionary payment of 
£500, if they meet the 
eligibility criteria.  

The extension of the Test 
and Trace Support Payment 
scheme, ensures that parents 
receive the financial support 
they need if they are unable 
to attend work due to 
childcare responsibilities.  

Parents and carers should 
apply to their district or 
unitary local authority where 
they reside, to receive a 
payment.  

                                            
  

 

If you no longer want to 
receive this briefing, please 
email: 
alice.warr@hants.gov.uk  
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